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PUBLIC EDUCATION
Phillip Jeffery, Analyst

PUBLIC EDUCATION AGENCIES INCLUDE:
• Utah State Office of Education
• Utah State Office of Rehabilitation
• Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind
• Minimum School Program

Mission: Provide opportunities for each student to be literate
and to possess the basic knowledge and life skills necessary to
become a contributing citizen 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s Recommendations)

Minimum School Program - $2.5 billion
• Funds 524,680 projected students in K-12th grade
• While academic targets in both math and language

arts were raised, 92 percent of Utah's public schools
either made the federal No Child Left Behind's
standard of adequate yearly progress or missed in
only one category.

State Office of Education - $243.3 million  
• Acts as the fiduciary agent in disbursing $205 mil-

lion federal funding to local school districts
• Reviews and sets curriculum guidelines for all public

education students
• Produces individual student profile reports for the

first time, that show all state assessments the stu-
dent participated in within the past school year.

Child Nutrition Programs - $118.7 million
• Provides leadership, technical assistance and practi-

cal advice for implementing and administering the
school lunch and breakfast programs at the local
level

• Served over 49.5 million lunches across the state at
an average price below $1.75 per meal

Utah State Office of Rehabilitation - $58.7 million
• Placed 3,109 individuals with disabilities into

employment with a 500 percent increase in the
weekly earnings after vocational rehabilitation 
services

• The Division of Disability Determination Services
adjudicated 17,655 cases to determine eligibility for
Social Security Disability Insurance or Supplemental
Security Income for the Social Security Admin-
istration with a 95 percent accuracy rate.

Utah Schools for the Deaf and Blind - $26.4 million
• Provided educational and life services to 1,882 stu-

dents in various settings across the state
• Braille and Large Print Production produced over

35,849 pages of Braille and 14,626 pages of large
print documents and textbooks to assist students
across the state.

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW
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Governor's Education Initiative to enhance student

achievement

• Begin the phase-in of a voluntary full-day kinder-
garten grant program targeting at-risk students with
$7,000,000 in ongoing Uniform School Fund (USF)

• Assist all 4th-6th grade students to prepare for
advanced mathematics by funding a $10,000,000
USF math initiative that assists all 4th-6th grade
teachers in receiving an elementary math endorse-
ment

• Allow students to continue improving their reading
skills by replacing one-time funding for the Reading
Program implemented in FY 2005 with $2,500,000
in ongoing USF 

• Fund remediation support for students most likely
to fail the Utah Basic Skills Competency Test with
$2,000,000 one-time USF

Enhance the use of technology in schools

• Facilitate the replacement of a portion of school
computers with a $10,000,000 one-time appropria-
tion for education technology; over 38 percent are
more than four years old

• Support the Utah Performance Assessment System
for Students (U-PASS) online testing program with
$10,000,000 one-time in USF for online testing
infrastructure

Utah State Office of Education

• Provide an assistant internal auditor for the Utah
State Board of Education to help with efforts in
monitoring activities in public education with
$70,000 in ongoing USF

• Assist local districts with understanding and using
the U-PASS data to improve student achievement
with $3,456,900 in ongoing USF

Maintain services for physically challenged

students

• Fund market-level pay for interpreters with $200,000
in ongoing USF to alleviate the limited supply of
qualified interpreters

• Assist disabled high schools students in the transi-
tion to work with $612,000 ongoing USF for six
additional counselors

• Build a replacement for the leased Connor Street
facility with $10,760,000 supplemental USF to
accommodate student growth
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Fall to Spring Math Gain by Kindergarten Group
Students Attended School the Full-Year

Utah U.S. Utah U.S.
All Students 239 238 279 279

White 242 246 283 289
Black * 220 * 255

Hispanic 220 226 255 262
Asian/Pacific 

Islander
235 251 273 295

Amer. Indian/ 
Alaska Native

* 226 * 264

Fourth Grade Eighth Grade

* Sample size was insuf f icient to permit reliable estimates

National Assessment Education Progress

(NAEP) 2005 Mathematics Results

While Utah is similar to national averages in the All Students category, the weighting
by race and ethnicity places Utah behind in every subgroup.

Source: Salt Lake City School District
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)
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Fund student and cost growth

• Increase the WPU $109,930,000 (5.5 percent) to
fund inflation and compensation increases

• Increase funding for Pupil Transportation with
$4,500,000 ongoing USF to cover cost increases in
fuel and school buses

• Fully fund projected enrollment growth of 14,668
students for FY 2007 and unexpected FY 2006
growth of 4,612 with an increase of $63,438,100
in ongoing USF

• Reinstate the $903,000 in special education funding
previously cut by the passage of the Carson Smith
Scholarships bill and provide $690,000 in one-time
General Fund to provide scholarships for FY 2007

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1,000

2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Th
ou

sa
nd

s

Po
pu

lat
ion

 A
ge

s 5
-1

7

0.0%

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

2.5%

3.0%

An
nu

al 
Gp

ow
th

 R
ate

 A
ge

s 5
-1

7

Population

Growth Rate

Growth of School Age Population

Source: 2005 Baseline Projections, Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget

RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)

Estimated FTE Capital Outlay

ISF Description Revenue Recommended Recommended

General Services $1,061,600 8.0 $22,000

INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS

Public education includes a general services internal
service fund (ISF) that provides printing services to the
divisions within the department on a cost-reimburse-
ment basis. For FY 2007 the governor recommends
full-time equivalent employees (FTE) and capital outlay
authorizations for the public education ISF as indicated
on the following table.
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